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requirement that in pharmacies across the s tate , t he r e b e a
sign letting the consumer know that it's possible that a
generic ~ug could be substituted. Now the amendment which
came from the Department of Health and the Bureau of Licensing
Boards and I think really came on behalf of some of the
pharmacies changes that "shall" to "may" said that the
pharmacist "may" post a sign saying that he could substitute.
Now I think that really means that there will not be many
if any signs posted in pharmacies across the state. I t ' s a
very important thing, because if we' re to pass this bill,
if we' re to change the current law to allow drug substitution,
it is important that we let the consumer know that this 1s an
option, that this is a possib111ty and that this Legislature
has in fact passed this bill. So this committee amendment
really destroys the opportunity to inform the consumer of
our action. For that reason I would urge you not to vote for
this committee amendment.

SENATOR SAVAGE: Chair recognizes Senator Barnett.

SENATOR BAFNETT: Question of Senator Moylan.

SENATOR SAVAGE: Will you respond Senator Moylan?

so that he can substitute?

SENATOR MOYLAN: Y e s.

SENATOR BARNETT: Senator Moylan, if what Senator Fowler is
saying and what you' re saying in this amendment, would you
tell me if the sign is not posted, can a pharmacist substitute?
Does this make a difference? Does the sign have to be posted

SENATOR MOYLAN: No, he will have the right if we pass this
bill, he will have the right to drug select, However, I t h i nk
the public, myself kind of tnink 1t's what Fowler's thinking
is that the public should be alerted that the pharmacist may
do this if this bill passes.

SENATOR BARNETT: But it really in effect then has no effec t
on the bill itself. All it has 1s an effect on whether the
public should be informed.

SENATOR MOYLAN: As far as I can see that's the only effect
has, yes .

SENATOR BARNETT: O k.

SENATOR SAVAGE: Chair recognizes Senator Bereuter.

SENATOR BEREUTER: Mr. President and members of the Legislature.
I too was going to ask the rationale of the Committee on Public
Health and Welfare for this major substitution. I don't think
we' ve really heard a justification for the change, bu t 1 t i s
a crucial change for the reaons that Senator Fowler suggested
to you. We know exactly what this is going to mean in many
parts of the state. It means that the bill, or at least those
portions of it and those are critical portions, will not be
implemented. It's really I think almost as simple as that.
I too would hope that members of the Public Health and Welfare
Committee were responsible for reporting out that particular
amendment, wculd address them to the exact reasons why ttey made
this significant change. Certainly in the absence of any kind
of explanation, I too would urge you to reject the committee
amendments on this bill.


